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Bahai Summer School

Date: 26 - 31 December 2011

Venue: Southwell School - 200 Peachgrove Road, Hamilton

Advancing the
Frontiers of Learning

Te Whakakokiri | nga Whirinaki Matauranga

(from page 5 of the House of Justice message, 28 December, 2010)
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Plenary Talks

This year we are fortunate to have as our
guest speakers Allan and Muna Waters, of
Australia. Allan and Muna have recently
returned from the Baha’i World Centre,
where they served for a number of years and
both ran deepenings for the friends there,
which were very popular.

Allan’s presentation will include an examination of the current global situation and provide a
Bahd'i perspective on the unfolding events we are witnessing around the world. Based on an
exploration of the widely popular and recently published book The Forces of our Time by Mr.
Hooper Dunbar, this study of the book’s themes will help provide understanding and help make
sense of the seemingly chaotic world we live in. Practical suggestions to combat the negativity
circling the globe are explored.

The session on Huququ’llah — The Right of God will provide a brief historical review of the
background of this law and highlight some key aspects of this mighty law of Baha'u’llah, including
the role it plays in the unfoldment of the Faith. The workshop session will be devoted to answering
questions about the nature and application of the law.

Muna’s presentation on What Islam Really Teaches is a basic introduction to Islam and its
teachings. Given the rise of ‘radical Islam’ and the current attitudes towards it, this study will
dispel many misconceptions, as well as provide a brief historic review of its birth and significance
as the background to our own Faith.

Additionally, Muna will provide an historical background to the revelation of the well-known
Tablet of Ahmad and explore the significance of this Tablet. This favourite prayer of many
believers will take on added meaning and significance when the special relationship between
Baha'u'llah and Ahmad is discussed.

Blog: http://allanmuna.blogspot.com/2011_03_o01_archive.html

...................................................................................................................... .

Special focus on Baha'i elections

The Plenary talks on Thursday 29th December, as well as four follow-up afternoon workshops, are
focused on the theme of Bahd'i elections. These have been organised by Counsellor Alan Wilcox,
who has asked Dr Graham Hassall and Auxiliary Board Member Michael Vaughan to speak.

Graham'’s talk, Principles of Baha’i Governance, provides an overview of the concepts and issues
of governance at the national and international level - what happens in the outside world - and
how this compares with the Baha'i approach. Graham will refer to relevant passages from the
Baha'i Writings, as well as the last parts of the 28 Dec message from the House of Justice, which
summarises the approach and attitudes that the Administration is built on and the relationships
between the individual and the Community. Michael’s talk, The evolving role of the Local
Assembly and the Arm of the Learned, will focus on the vision of the Local Assembly (as set out in
the 28 December message) and the evolving role of the Arm of the Learned, as the job description
has changed radically over the last decade. His talk will also incorporate some aspects of Baha'i
elections from the March 2007 letter from the House of Justice.
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